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time unchaining a world war, and in the end, if this is un-
avoidable, of improving as far as practicable the conditions
under which it is to be waged. Wire reply.69
This telegram of Bethmann's was a step in the right
direction. It was well adapted to the new situation created
by the fact that Austria was already at war with Serbia,
which he had just learned. It was aimed to make the Aus-
trian armies "halt in Belgrade." But its language was not
sufficiently vigorous to compel immediate assent from
Berchtold. Nor did it correspond precisely with the Kaiser's
more decisive instructions that Vienna was to be told that
"no more cause for war exists." Bethmann was too much
afraid of offending Austria. He was too much concerned
with preventing the odium of responsibility for a war from
falling on Germany and Austria, rather than with prevent-
ing such a war altogether. However, he also at once in-
formed Russia that he was striving to persuade Vienna to
have a frank discussion with St. Petersburg and to make
plain in an unobjectionable and satisfactory manner the
purpose and extent of Austria's procedure.70 He likewise
told the British Ambassador that "he was doing his very
best both at Vienna and at St. Petersburg to get the two
Governments to discuss the situation directly with each
other and in a friendly way. He had great hopes that such
discussion would take place and lead to a satisfactory re-
sult." He reiterated his desire to cooperate with England,
and his intention to do his utmost to maintain the general
peace. His last words to Goschen were: "A war between the
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